
Federal, State
Agriculture Officials
Confirm the Sudden
Oak Death Pathogen
in Southern California
Nurseries
During a U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Cooperative Agricultural Pest Survey, Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) officials
detected, and a California Department of Food and
Agriculture laboratory confirmed, the presence of
Phytophthora ramorum, the sudden oak death
pathogen, on several varieties of camellia plants at a
wholesale horticultural nursery in Los Angeles
County on March 8 and at a nursery in San Diego
County on March 12.

All host plants at the nurseries have been placed
on hold. Host plants within 10 meters of the infected
lots will be on hold for 90 days and inspected twice
for symptoms of the disease before being released.

State and federal officials have obtained shipping
documents and trace-back and trace–forward surveys
are underway to determine the extent of host material
distribution. For more information, visit the APHIS
Web site at
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/lpa/issues/sod/sod.html, or
call the sudden oak death hotline at
1–888–703–4457.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination
in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orienta-
tion, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to
all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means for communication of program information (Braille, large
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at
(202) 720–2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of
Civil Rights, Room 326–W, Whitten Building, 1400  Independence
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250–9410 or call (202) 720–5964
(voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.
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